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to Christianity being concluded, we came to the
presents.

Monsieur the Chevalier had these people told that
he presented them a barrel of hatchets and of iron
arrow-heads. Part of this was to waft their canoes
gently homewards, part to draw them to us next
year. The Savages are wont to use such metaphors.
Then he had them bring another present consisting
of a fine kettle, some hatchets, and some iron arrow-
heads, which he offered to the inhabitants of Osso-
sané, because they had received our Fathers and our
French in their village, having built them a fine
cabin. It is rare prudence in these Gentlemen to
ascribe to Religion what has been given, up to
[330i.e., 326] the present, almost entirely through pol-
icy. It costsnothing to offer with a holy intention that
which must be given for another reason, in order to
retain the friendship of these peoples. It is one of
the fine expedients of Monsieur the Chevalier de
Montmagni and of Monsieur de 1’Isle, his Lieutenant.
The presents disposed of, Monsieur de 1'Isle turned
to our Neophyte and said to him, ‘“ My brother, I
have given thee nothing; nevertheless, we are but
one and the same thing, for thou art a Christian and
a child of God, and so am I. Come and see me pri-
vately, for I wish to speak with thee.”” He did not
fail to make him a fine present, nor did we on our
side, as an evidence of the love that we bear to those
who accept our belief. The conclusion of the coun-
cil was that, as we had caused these good people to
wait, and as they were short of food, Monsieur de
I'Isle had them given several barrels of peas to sup-
ply them on the way,— one being given in considera-
tion of the new Christian. The Captains, one after



